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International Phonetic Alphabet: American English Monophthongs

Front Back
High WL High
ful
fal\ /3/
=2
le] IN ol
/
Low fe fol Low
Front Back
Sample words:
Front Vowels Central Vowels Back Vowels
lil beet lal about (unstressed) /ul boot
/1] bit &/ mother (unstressed) fvl book
/el bet IN but (stressed) /ol caught*
/el bat /3] bird (stressed) lal cot*

*Some dialects of American English pronounce caught and cot with the
same vowel /a/. This is called the caught-cot merger.
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International Phonetic Alphabet: American English Diphthongs

Front Back

High High

lo/
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Sample words:

le1/ bait, late

/a1l bite, high

bough, how

boat, coat

/o1/ boy, toy




